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[[[Top heading in smaller type:]]]  
Audubon Faces in the News 
Audubon-California honors Sylvan Eidelman

By Daphne Smith

Madrone Audubon heartily congratulates President-elect Sylvan Eidelman on being named a 2004 Audubon Bay Champion.  

Sylvan, Madrone Audubon's Vice-President for the past two years, received the award in San Francisco on March 24 at Audubon-California's Annual Awards Luncheon, sponsored by the Lucy and John James Audubon Society. He was one of 12 recipients selected as 2004 Audubon Champions–conservationists who have made significant contributions to restoring the San Francisco Bay estuary ecosystem.

Sylvan was chosen for his leadership on behalf of the Petaluma wetlands park project. As described by Mike Sellors, Director of Audubon's San Francisco Bay Restoration Program: "Sylvan's bold conservation vision, effective community organizing, compelling advocacy, and collaborative approach helped to make this conservation opportunity an exciting reality. We honor him for the considerable skill with which he advanced the wetlands park project, and just as importantly, we honor him for his tireless personal dedication to restoring the Bay ecosystem in his community." 

Environmental issues became of increasing interest and importance to Sylvan in the early 1990's, so much so that in 1992 he made a complete career change. After working as a master stonemason for 20 years, he went back to school and studied water quality at Sonoma State University, earning a Masters Degree in Public Administration.

Since steering this new career course, Sylvan's professional focus has been water quality. He works as a waste water treatment operator with the Sonoma County Water Agency, where his duties heavily involve him in water and wetlands protection activities that directly impact the quality of water in San Francisco Bay. 

In 1999, Sylvan, along with other Bay Area Audubon chapter members, became actively engaged in the long-term effort to restore the wetlands of the Bay–to make San Francisco Bay Restoration an Audubon, as well as a national, priority.

He and his Audubon and Petaluma Wetlands Alliance colleagues have been instrumental in securing a vitally important land acquisition that will result in the creation of an innovative polishing wetlands adjacent to the Petaluma River. The City of Petaluma will use constructed wetlands to cleanse water from the city's wastewater treatment plant adjacent to Shollenberger Park. This PWA initiative bolsters efforts to protect and restore the Petaluma River, San Francisco Bay, and critical wildlife habitat. 

Sylvan was the recipient of Madrone's 2003 Bowen Award and he will become our chapter president at this month's annual dinner meeting on May 17. We salute Sylvan for formulating the mission–and inspiring so many others–to focus on restoring San Francisco Bay.

Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Dinner

Monday, May 17

First United Methodist Church

1551 Montgomery Drive

Santa Rosa

"The Ecology of Birds' Songs

and Identifying Them by Ear"
Do you enjoy identifying birds by their songs but wish you could improve your listening and "songing" skills? Do you ever wonder why birds sing and how they learn their repertoires?

The answers to these questions and many others will be addressed in this colorful one-hour slide show presented by Daniel Edelstein, M.S., a biologist and birder since 1981. Beginning with a basic understanding of the ecology of bird songs and calls, the program proceeds to introduce the different kinds and patterns of bird vocalizations–songs, calls, sub-song, whisper song, repertoires, mimicry–and the reasons researchers believe they are used.

Daniel Edelstein is a biologist with Impact Sciences, Inc., an Oakland, California, environmental consulting firm for which he conducts wildlife and birding surveys. He has led bird walks and taught natural history classes since 1981​ and has presented his bird-related programs and birding seminars to adults in more than 20 states. Daniel is also a volunteer bird-bander for the USGS's Breeding Bird Survey. He has published one nature-related book and numerous articles.

NOTE: The program will begin at 7:30, following a potluck dinner and the installation of Madrone's officers for the coming year. Please bring a dish to share (entree, salad or dessert), along with your own plate and utensils.  We will provide drinks–sorry, no alcoholic beverages allowed at the church. Help to set up before the dinner (or to clean up afterwards), is much appreciated. Please call Virginia McDonagh at 527-9115 if you can lend a hand. 

PETALUMA WETLANDS PROJECT MOVES AHEAD

From Gerald Moore 

Celebrating PWA's Success…

A public ceremony was held on Earth Day, April 22, at Shollenberger Park celebrating the final purchase of the Gray's Ranch property by the city of Petaluma, completed on Feb 27. The 270-acre site will contain the new wastewater treatment plant plus 45 acres of polishing wetlands and the tidal wetland we see from Shollenberger park. Construction of trails, parking and a small interpretive area for the public should start in about a year. 

And Planning for the Future: 

The Shollenberger docents are planning to start a regular bird monitoring program at Shollenberger Park and Alman Marsh. The data is for our own use, and for use by Audubon-California in their "State of the SF Bay Estuary" program. 

Our plan is to have a weekly morning walk through the area with a group of several good birders and recorders. We would do this on a continuing basis to establish what species and approximate numbers are using the area. We are seeking the help of three or four first-rate birders from Audubon to join our group to maximize the quality and consistency of the observations. The project will start in September, 2004. The final plans are still being discussed. If you are interested in bringing your birding expertise to this project call Bob Dyer, 763-2934, or Gerald Moore, 763-3577.

MUCH-COVETED AWARDS TO BE ANNOUNCED MAY 17TH
[[[subtitle]]] Bowen Award honors Madrone Audubon's founders
By Betty Burridge

The Annual Meeting of Madrone Audubon Society is always a highlight of the year. In addition to a smashingly good potluck, and a special program (this year Daniel Edelstein speaking on bird song), new officers are installed, the accomplishments of the past year are recognized, and the recipients of our two major awards are announced.

The Bewick's Wren and the Evalyn and Les Bowen Awards for long-term service, outstanding contributions and exceptional service are much coveted by all of Madrone's members, and honoring the winners is a big part of this joyous evening.

Most of us know about the Bewick's Wren, the symbol of Madrone Audubon. (For those who aren't familiar with this perky little bird, please refer to page 385 of David Sibley's The Sibley Guide to Birds.) But not many members and friends will remember the Bowens, founders in 1967 of the Madrone Chapter of the National Audubon Society. At the time Madrone was the only Audubon chapter north to the Oregon border. Awareness of the need for environmental consciousness and activism was just taking hold in some parts of the nation. And Evalyn and Les took it upon themselves to start the education of Northern Californians in the importance of saving our planet.

Evalyn was a dynamo, who took every opportunity to publicize her intentions. She frequently contacted Press Democrat local columnist Gaye Lebaron on topics that were environmentally sensitive. Gaye gave Evalyn good press and referred to the fledgling Madrone Audubon frequently. As soon as interested people called Evalyn, she would sign them up as prospective members. Then she immediately put them to work on whatever needed to be done to get the chapter started.

About this time Deyea Harper overheard a conversation about the prospective new chapter in Santa Rosa at a National Audubon meeting in Sacramento. She asked for more information. Back in Santa Rosa the next week, even before Deyea could call Evalyn, Evalyn called Deyea to make an appointment for a get-acquainted visit. Imagine Deyea's surprise when she answered the door with her 9-month-old son on her hip, only to see Evalyn standing there, impeccably dressed with hat, white gloves. They were instant friends. As Deyea puts it, "She had the list of names and I had the typewriter. That's all there was to it."

The always perfectly coiffed and manicured Evalyn worked tirelessly to get the new chapter going. She was elected as the first president in 1967. She continued to greet each new member personally as long as she was able, and for years answered the Madrone phone in her home. 

So where was her husband Les during all of this? He was working in the background, using his plain spoken, witty and unassuming manner to charm new members and do whatever needed to be done. The Madrone Leaves newsletter, bearing the Bewick's Wren logo that he designed, was mimeographed by him each month through the 1970's. Later, his extraordinary handyman skills were used to build or fix whatever needed building or fixing, especially at the Rabbit Hill Sanctuary in Middletown that was gifted to Madrone shortly after its inception. At times Les, who could have been called Grandpa Moses, found time to use his artistic bent to make charming woodcarvings of various bird figures for his friends.

All this time Evalyn and Les were ardent birders, faithfully feeding birds in their backyard, and attending all field trips as well as visiting Bodega Bay each weekend. 

Their front yard was a riot of golden California poppies each spring. They were always surrounded by a multitude of Audubon friends, and their accomplishments were well recognized and appreciated by all who knew them.

Both died in the early '80s. In their will there was a bequest to Madrone Audubon for an award to be given to an outstanding and deserving member each year at the Annual Meeting. Thus, the Evalyn and Les Bowen Award was created. 

It soon became obvious that there were so many exceptional candidates that another award would be warranted. The Bewick's Wren Award was created and now stands beside the Bowen Award to honor our most devoted members.

Who will be so honored in 2004? 

Bird Walk Reports
Bodega Bay, Thursday, March 18

On a sunny and warm summer day (in winter!) 25 birders and leader George Batchelder identified 79 bird species. We watched a Great Horned Owl glide out of the eucalyptus trees just north of Owl Canyon to grab and swallow a small rodent, then we turned our scopes 180 degrees to see three Osprey, two of which were perched on poles in the bay having very fresh sushi! But of course it was lunch time, and our band of birders soon joined in over at the Westside Park...but no sushi. Other sightings included a pair of Red-throated Loons and a Brown Pelican, all in colorful breeding plumage.
Point Reyes, Wednesday, March 24

On a nearly perfect spring day, leader Tom McCuller and a group of eighteen birders sighted 77 bird species on a bird walk at Point Reyes. Highlights included Common Yellowthroat, Virginia Rails, and a Swamp Sparrow at Olema Marsh. Brilliant wildflowers along the trail to Chimney Rock added to a fun outing.

Shollenberger Park, Thursday, April 1

On a bright but windy April first, Andy LaCasse led 18 fervent birders around Shollenberger Park. Sixty-two species were identified, including a Eurasian Wigeon and one Snow Goose. There were ducks-a-plenty with a lot of Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shovelers, Gadwall, Ruddy Ducks, Greater Scaup, Cinnamon Teal and Northern Pintail. The levee walk at the park often allows one to get very close to many of the birds–in this case within a few feet of Blue-winged Teal and Northern Pintail. Also spotted was a female Cowbird that appeared to be up to no good.   

Bodega Bay, Saturday, April 10

Only two birders joined co-leaders Jean Tonascia and Betty Groce on a cold and foggy outing at Bodega Bay. Visibility was almost non-existent all day but we persevered and managed to see 53 species. The best birds of the day were over a dozen Surfbirds in breeding plumage on the rocks below  Bodega Head. Other birds of interest were several Eared Grebes and Common Loons going into breeding plumage and a Virginia Rail that called to us at the rail ponds. Being Easter weekend, the area swarmed with people plus dogs on the beach which precluded seeing many shorebirds.
News from ACR

From Cassie Gruenstein 

Audubon Canyon Ranch is open! The nesting birds have returned to the trees at the Bolinas Lagoon Preserve, and will be showing off their seasonal plumage, beautiful eggs, and newborn chicks to visitors on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays from 10 AM to 4 PM through July 11. To date nine Great Blue Heron nests, 56 Great Egret nests and one brave Snowy Egret nest have been established (though the Snowys make enough noise to make their presence felt!).  Bring friends and family to visit early and often, and make sure not to miss Marin Audubon's annual Mother's Day picnic on Sunday, May 9, which benefits Marin Audubon and ACR's programs.

Spring is also the season when ACR thanks the friends whose contributions make our programs possible. Friends of the Bouverie Preserve are invited to a recognition luncheon on Saturday, May 1, to show our appreciation for their $500 annual contribution to the Bouverie Preserve. All donors who support ACR at a level of $250 and above are invited to the Donor Appreciation Picnic at the Cypress Grove Preserve on Saturday, June 26. And we welcome those who have remembered ACR in their wills to join us at the Clerin Zumwalt Circle luncheon on Saturday, June 12, at the Bolinas Lagoon Preserve. Please call (415) 868-9244 to make a gift or receive more information.

Mark your calendars, because docent training time is just around the corner! If you would like to expand your natural history education and learn how to interpret the wonders of nature to visiting schoolchildren, then sign up for training this September. Orientation meetings are on Wednesday, May 26, and Wednesday, August 25.

And don't forget to call the Bouverie Preserve at 938-4554 to sign up for the Guided Nature Walk lottery. The wildflowers are out in force, and the "goose cam" monitoring the Canadian Goose that nests annually at the top of David Bouverie's bell tower is up and running.

Cassie Gruenstein is Director of Development and Communications at Audubon Canyon Ranch.

Pee Wee Audubon

MAY PROGRAM

Saturday, May 15, 9:30 AM to Noon 
Mayacamas Mountains Audubon Sanctuary

Leader Peter Leveque is a revered local naturalist, retired professor of biology from SRJC, world traveler and dedicated grandfather. He will lead a short hike (more exploring, less walking) for kids at Audubon’s wildlife preserve in the Mayacamas Mountains west of Healdsburg. Expect pollywogs, newts, snakes, lizards, wildflowers, birds and bugs, and maybe the signs of some large mammals. It may be hot, so bring water, hats and sunscreen as well as a picnic lunch.

Reservations are required. Please call Lana at 869-2892 to reserve your spot.

Donations

Contributions:


Wendy Webster


W. Bettina Toft


Elliot Insley


Kim Moore

BIRDATHON 2004–THE UPDATE  

By Carol Orme, MAS Birdathon Coordinator

As our team captains continue to send along reports and checks from their sponsors, the excitement mounts regarding this year’s Birdathon results. 

All nine teams have entered final species counts and the Number One Team, again this year, is the Grey-headed Searsuckers, led by Betty Burridge, with a species total of 140. After perusing this year’s tally sheets, it can safely be assumed that future teams will find at least one of the following members of Sonoma County’s bird community: Brewer’s Blackbird, Western Bluebird, Bushtit, Double-crested Cormorant, Common Goldeneye, Canada Goose (this is no surprise!), Dark-eyed Junco, American Kestrel, Pied-billed Grebe, Black Phoebe, Turkey Vulture, Yellow-rumped Warbler or Acorn Woodpecker, as these species appeared on just about every team list. 

Interestingly, a fair number of birds somewhat common to our county appeared on only one team’s list: American Bittern, Brown-headed Cowbird (Yippee!), Brown Creeper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Ross’ Goose, Snow Goose, Red-necked Grebe, Green Heron (seen only by the Pee Wee Team!), Allen’s Hummingbird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Pacific Loon, Hooded Merganser, White Pelican, Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Loggerhead Shrike, Pine Siskin, Common Snipe (apparently, not so common, huh?), Sora, Tree Swallow, Violet-green Swallow, Western Tanager, Green-winged Teal, Forster’s Tern, California Thrasher, Eurasian Wigeon and Hairy Woodpecker. Three owls (Barn, Great Horned and Northern Pygmy) were a “one list only” sighting, perhaps due to the somewhat inconvenient hours that these creatures keep?

If you’ve never sponsored a team, you may not be aware of the tremendous amount of work many of the team captains put into their pre- and post- correspondence with donors–some of the letters are pure works of art, some are charming prose and delightful stories, while others are just fun to read. And finally, some are examples of high-level organization skills…I must admit that these are sentimental favorites of the Birdathon Coordinator! If you are considering being a team captain next year–and I hope you are–copies are kept on file by the Coordinator and available to help you jump-start a reporting and collecting system with a style of your own.

As of mid-April, we have passed the $5,000 mark–a final total will be published in the next edition of the newsletter. The Roadrunner Team of Betty Groce and Jean Tonascia are leading the contribution collection to date with a total of $2,253. A listing of all sponsors will appear in this or future Madrone Leaves. 

Again, our appreciation to all our hard-working teams and generous supporters. This effort allows Madrone Audubon to provide fine educational programs in the community and to participate in our area’s conservation efforts. Remember, this is our chapter’s biggest fundraising event of the year. If you have made a pledge, we thank you and hope you will be back next year for Birdathon 2005.

Observations

OBSERVATIONS                                            Dan Nelson, 762-3811 

<dansbird@pacbell.net>

	Greater White-fronted Goose (3)
	3/6
	Adobe Road at Stage Gulch Road
	AW

	Ross's Goose (4)
	3/20
	Shollenberger Park
	R.R.O.S.

	Blue-winged Teal (19)
	3/20
	Shollenberger Park
	R.R.O.S.

	Eurasian Wigeon (2)
	3/20
	Shollenberger Park
	R.R.O.S.

	Long-tailed Duck (1)
	3/20
	Huichica Creek ponds, Napa County
	MB, LK

	Hooded Merganser (2)
	2/28
	Shiloh Regional Park
	CK

	Thick-billed Murre (1)
	Apr.
	"West-So.-West of Bodega Head"
	PP    

	White-tailed Kite (2)
	3/17-19
	Bodega Dunes Campground (courtship displaying)
	NC

	Peregrine Falcon
	3/20
	Shollenberger Park
	R.R.O.S.

	Peregrine Falcon
	4/16
	Highway 101 at Rush Creek (carrying prey)
	DN, TCN

	Merlin (chased by Crow)
	4/6
	Flying over downtown Petaluma
	DN

	Bonaparte's Gull (4)
	2/28
	Shollenberger Park
	RR

	Bonaparte's Gull (3)
	4/11
	Highway 101 at Petaluma River
	DN

	Long-billed Curlew (50)
	3/14
	Occidental Road at Sanford Road
	CS

	Snowy Plover (2)
	3/24
	Huichica Creek, south side of pond
	JL

	Red-breasted Sapsucker
	4/10
	Steelhead Boulevard, Duncans Mills
	SDeS

	Lewis's Woodpecker
	4/5
	Remaining in residential Inverness
	RS

	Rufous Hummingbird (male)
	4/15
	Petaluma, Paula Lane
	DN

	Rufous Hummingbird (2)
	4/18
	Petaluma, Paula Lane
	DN

	Purple Martin (1)
	3/28
	Bear Valley Visitor's Center
	BP

	Northern Rough-winged Swallow
	3/14
	Santa Rosa Creek
	KW

	Pacific-Slope Flycatcher
	3/19
	Kenwood yard
	RR

	Pacific-Slope Flycatcher
	4/4
	Sugarloaf State Park
	DA                          

	Western Kingbird (1)
	3/17
	Ramal Road
	DN

	Western Kingbird (1)
	3/17
	Santa Rosa Creek at Willowside Road
	CS

	Western Kingbird
	3/31
	George Ranch area, Sonoma
	KM

	Ash-throated Flycatcher (1)
	4/7
	Glen Ellen
	KM

	Warbling Vireo
	4/4
	Sugarloaf State Park
	DA

	Cassin's Vireo
	4/4
	Sugarloaf State Park
	DA

	Black-headed Grosbeak (female)
	3/31
	Cazadero
	DB

	Black-headed Grosbeak
	4/4
	Sugarloaf State Park
	DA

	White-throated Sparrow
	3/27
	Pool Creek at Old Redwood Highway, Windsor
	SL

	White-throated Sparrow
	3/24-4/7
	Sonoma yard
	KM

	Bullock's Oriole (male)
	3/16-......
	Petaluma, Paula Lane residence
	DN

	Bullock's Oriole (female)
	4/2- ......
	Petaluma, Paula Lane residence
	DN

	Hooded Oriole (male)
	3/24
	Santa Rosa yard
	JT

	Great-tailed Grackle (male)
	3/25-4/5
	Petaluma, Rooster Run Golf Course
	DN

	Western Tanager (female)
	1/10-1/13
	Santa Rosa residence
	VB


CONTRIBUTORS:  David Armstrong, Dennis Beall, Murray Berner, Veronica Bowers, Nancy Conzett, Shona DeSilva, Larry Kent, Chris Kuhn, Shirley Leaphart, John Luther, Kathleen Mugele, Dan Nelson, Tyler Cannon-Nelson, Bob Power, Peter Pyle, Ruth Rudesill, Claire Shurvinton, Rich Stallcup, Redwood Region Ornithological Society, Jean Tonascia, Alan Wight and Ken Wilson.
Welcome New Members

New National Members:

BODEGA: Susan Gardner, Dianne Levy.  COTATI: Kerry Burke, Debby  Swain, Virginia Yearwood.  EL VERANO: James Gonzales.  FORESTVILLE: John Gvande Pol, Graciela Hunt.  GLEN ELLEN: Helen Burch, Edward Hirabayashi, J. R. Wagner.  GUERNEVILLE: Albert Kass, Inya Laskowski, Joan Taylor.  HEALDSBURG: Leonard Charles, R. Dick, Julia Gennert, Hazel Kline.  JENNER: Gloria Frost.  KENWOOD:  Joanna Nuccio, Eldin Ramsland, Roger Sanborn.  MONTE RIO: Liz Friedman, Ellen Wagner.  OCCIDENTAL: Carole Lane, Nancy Walters.  PENNGROVE: Barbara Veronda.  PETALUMA: Lanie Burk, Ed Cook, Dave Denton, Allan Lavery, Godfrey Lehman, Steven Reed, Donna Shore, Jan Sinnicks, Barry Weinzveg, Beverly Wilson, Dan Ziagos.  ROHNERT PARK: Ralph Hernandez, Gilbert Martinelli.  

SANTA ROSA: Werner Berg, Betty Britton, Kelli Colby, Electra Depeyster, Caitlin Doyle, Lindsay Dyson, Pamell Gallagher, Alexander Garbesi, Kenneth Giovannetti, S. Glowacki, Danielle Goldberg, Lucinda Hampton, Michael Healy, John Heredia, George Herschkowitz, Terry Hershey, Erin Howseman, Chad Hunt, Dean Jackson, Ken & Coleen Johnson, Patricia Kirk, Suzanne Lang, Eunice Marion, Nancy May, Martha Mayo, Barbara McGee, June Michaels, Thomas Miller, Billie Millikin, Anita Mooney, Josh Motchar, Robert Nicholson, Patricia Parish, Joseph Payne, Carolyn Petersen, Summer Pine, Irma Ramirez, John Richardson, Baz Samii, Paul & Chris Schumacher, Robert Sells, Robert Silvey, Chico Sumpf, Carolyn Thompson, Jeff Tobes, Etta Urton, Toni Van Horn, Matthew Walker, Rosalie Welsh, David Whittet, Trudy Wilkinson, Dr Stewart Wolfe. SEBASTOPOL: Anne Abrams, Mary Anthony, Tura Ball, Veronica Bowers. Wanda Critchfield-Guide, Chris Frazier, Norman Gaddini, Miriam Gage, Madelyne Gould, Kathleen Harris, Victoria Hill, Albert Kerss, Audrianna Kitterman, Loyce Leuzinger, Paul Pera, Robert Poole, Lafe Reed, Theodore Sattler.  SONOMA: Constance Burke, Nancy Cook, Lars Frykman, Betty Gibb, Alana & Robert Glennon, James Hammett, Franklin Hill, Barbara Jacobsen, Gus Kearney, Patricia Locks, Ann Richardson, Gloria Rogers, James Scharnikow, Teri Shore, Jo Sinclair, V. Zahn. WINDSOR: Linda Dege.

New Madrone Members:

SANTA ROSA: Betty Burridge, Jeff & Janet Chamberlain, Charlotte Reiter, Margaret Sommer.  SEBASTOPOL: George Tuttle.  SONOMA: Jeannine Virzi.  PLEASANT HILL: Claudia Tierney.  FRANCE: Michele Corsange.
Things to do…

Around the Bay in May: [[[subheading]]]
Bay Area Orienteering Club. Saturday, May 15, 9:00 AM to Noon at Annadel State Park. Orienteering is a sport of navigation, it is rather like a treasure hunt. First timers and families are welcome– beginner’s clinics are at 9:30 and 10:30. Registration is at 9:00 in the Spring Lake parking lot off Channel Drive (parking fee of $3; entry fees from $6). You can bring a compass or rent one for $1. For more information, call Anne Gorby at (415) 482-9055 or the BOAC hotline at (408) 255-8018. The website is <www.baoc.org>.

Garden Tours. Friday and Saturday, May 21 and 22. Seven unique gardens to explore, sponsored by the Sonoma County Medical Association Alliance. Madrone Audubon will have a booth at one of these gardens with special information on "Birds in Your Yard". A benefit for local health and children's support agencies. For ticket information, call 526-4472.

Watershed Day.  Saturday, May 22, 10 AM to 4 PM at Salmon Creek Middle School, 1935 Bohemian Highway, Occidental. Speakers, workshops, creek walks, activities for kids–a free, fun day celebrating the watershed. For information, contact Jennifer Melman at 874-1658 (dikembe11@netzero.net) or David Shatkin at 876-9329 (dshatkin@sonic.net).

Viansa Winery Tours. Tours of Viansa's restored wetlands preserve adjacent to the  north shore of San Pablo Bay are offered every other Sunday through May 23, weather permitting. Two-hour tours begin at 8:30–special tours with lunch are also available. For prices and more information, contact Lisa Sebastiani-Mertens at (800) 995-4740, ext. 206 (lisas@viansa.com).

Planning for Summer:  [[[subheading]]]
Attention butterfliers! The 2004 Sonoma County Butterfly Count will take place July 11, from 9 AM to 4:30 PM.  Meet at Sonoma State University in parking lot G. For more information, contact Betty Groce at 539-8664.

Sierra Nevada Bird Classes. June 7 through July 30, 2004. San Francisco State University's Sierra Nevada Field Campus, located along the North Yuba River near Sierra City, has been monitoring bird populations in Sierra Valley for the past 20 years. Their five-day class sessions cover birdwatching, bird identification and bird banding, as well as other topics on the ecology of the area. For more information, call Jim Steele at (650) 738-1814 (jsteele@sfsu.edu) or consult the web site: <www.sfsu.edu/~sierra/carman/htm>.

Option 3 Is for Forest Protection

By Linda Haering

Sonoma County has a rare window of opportunity to protect its remaining forests.

The Planning Commission will soon be deliberating the fate of the 194,000 acres of conifer forest left in the county. Currently these forests, which provide water, air, timber and wildlife habitat, can be clear-cut, ripped and permanently converted to row crops.

The proposal known as Option 3 will prevent conversion from forests to vineyards. The General Plan Citizen's Advisory Committee has already recommended Option 3, but it now must pass the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors to be included in the General Plan which will govern land use for the next 20 years. To find out more go to <www.redwood.sierraclub.org> and click on "Sonoma".

To express your views about protecting these forests, write, call or e-mail the Planning Commission and ask them to recommend Option 3 to the Board of Supervisors. Send your message to the Planning Commission, 2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403. Direct e-mail to maddybook@sonoma-county.org.

Thanks to Our Loyal Birdathon Sponors  (partial list)
Karen & Jay Abbe, Ann Anderson, Avis Anderson, Rebecca Anderson-Jones, Rick Arendt, Ruth Barcelon, Cindy Barker-Monges, Nancie Barker, Jim Batchelder, George Batchelder, Dennis Beall, Peter Bellman, Martha Bentley, Evelyn Berger, Sheila Betts, BJ & Malcolm Blanchard, Donna Bley, Noelle Bon, Janet Bosshard, Judy Brinkerhoff, Liz Brown, Sam & Viola Brown, Jane & Owen Buscho, Patty Cade, Denise Cadman, Lisa Calderon, Marianne Caratti, Terry Carroll, Bernadette Chadwich, Gordon Chamberlain, Dr. James Clegg, Christine Cohen, Jane Collins, Neal Connor, Claire Conners, Rachel Corso, Beverly Cowden, Richard Cuneo, Kit & David Daine, Robert Daniel, Steve & Dianne De Salvo, Gwen Dhesi, Jackie Dockery, Melanie Donaghy, Joan & Michael Dranginis, Harriet Draper, Doug & Debbie Eakins, Louise Eddy, Lew & Marilyn Edmondson, Ted Eliot, George & Phyllis Ellman, June England, Nora Ernst, Florence Evans, Janette Evans, Robin Faultley, Delynn Fitts, Harry & Cathy Fraser, Jim & Karen Fraser, Bob Frescura, Don & Donna Friedrich.

Margaret Gaffney, Sara Gerboth, Jim & Sandy Gilmer, Jules Glaser, Stan & Hedda Gold, Leslie Goodrich, Claire Green, Eleanor Guilford, Gundlach-Bundschu Winery, Stan & Mary Haller, Gordon Harlander, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Harper, Susan Harris, Steve Hemenway, Kathleen & Ed Henton, Catherine Hickey, Bryant & Diane Hichwa, Katherine Hichwa, Pat Hildreth, Claramae Hoffman, John & Barbara Hopper, Emile & Linda Houle, Donald Howard, Jr., Martha Howell, Penny Hunter, Richard Hurley, Jennifer Iscol & Joshua Katz, Mr. & Mrs. Don Johnston, Chris & Liz Junge, Karen & Eric King, John & Jo Kleis, Juhani Klint, Bill Knill, Frances Kohn, Garrett & Lynn Kominsky, Ellen Krebs, A.J. Kroha, Rich Kuehn, Terry Law, Shirley Leaphart, Gaye Le Baron, Susan Contestini Luber, C. Marie Ludemann, Ann Luft, Ralph & Joyce Lynch, C. W. Maasen, Adeline Mandujano, Pat Marsh, Sandy Martensen & Alan Selby, Shirl & Tom Maxson, Don McCarthy, Thomas McCuller, Virginia McDonagh, John McMahon, Jr., Linda Menke, Carla Miles, Ellie Miller, Gerald & Mary Edith Moore, Edith Moran, Judy Morrison, Barbara & Doug Murray, Ann Nally, Mrs. Clark Nattkemper, Mike Nelligan, Clyde Nelson.

END

